GUT AND  DEAL

As Cyrus plotted that Cambyses was to succeed him, so
did Feth AH Shah appoint Abbas as his successor.

Abbas, who had command of the army against the
Russians, sold much of the domain over which he ruled,
for favour of support in the accession, having disgracefully
handled the military campaign, and agreed to an un-
necessary treaty for personal reward. Later he sought to
regain the confidence he had lost, and gathered a large
army, which was well organized, used English muskets,
and made cannon and powder in an arsenal at Tabriz. The
cavalry had English sabres. Abbas was the best of a bad
lot, but he died before his father at the age of forty-three.

At that time it was easy to collect an army to fight the
Russians. They were a long way off.

A Russian officer was chaffing a Persian about the ways
of the country, contrasting them with European customs.
At last the Persian could stand it no longer.

"Why do you, a Russian," he said, "talk about
Europe as though you were a European? You may wear
a hat and a coat and trousers cut after the latest Parisian
fashion, and think yourself a Feringhee, but everyone knows
that you and your countrymen are but the descendants
of the riff-raff of the Moghul."

The soldiers were allowed to plunder anything they could
find, for they had no regular pay, food, or clothes, and
were only kept in order by threat of the bastinado.

After a weak reign of thirty-seven years, Feth Ali died.
About that time British Military Missions were the back-
bone of Persian policy. The difficulties of those days
were accentuated by Russian intrigue. Shahs continued
to be vague and helpless. The result was constant internal
strife.

The Aga Khan, a descendant of the Ismailis, upon
whose creed the Assassins were founded, rebelled. Success-
ful at first, he afterwards fled to India where he helped the
British in Sind.
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